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[270/2] WORKS OF WOLLSTONECRAFT: VOLUME 5

Men of wit and fancy are often rakes; and fancy is the food of love. Such
men will inspire passion. Half the sex, in its present infantine state, would
pine for a Lovelace;* a man so witty, so graceful, and so valiant: and can they
deserve blame for acting according to principles so constantly inculcated?
They want a lover, and protector; and behold him kneeling before them —
bravery prostrate to beauty! The virtues of a husband / are thus thrown by
love into the back ground, and gay hopes, or lively emotions, banish
reflection till the day of reckoning *[come}; and come it surely will, to turn
the sprightly lover into a surly suspicious tyrant, who contemptuously insults
the very weakness he fostered. Or, supposing the rake reformed, he cannot
quickly get rid of old habits. When a man of abilities is first carried away by
his passions, it is necessary that sentiment and taste varnish the enormities of
vice, and give a zest to brutal indulgences; but when the gloss of novelty is
worn off, and pleasure palls upon the sense, lasciviousness becomes
barefaced, and enjoyment only the desperate effort of weakness flying from
reflection as from a legion of devils. Oh! virtue, thou art not an empty name!
All that life can give — thou givest!

If much comfort cannot be expected from the friendship of a reformed rake
of superiour abilities, what is the consequence when he lacketh sense, as well as
principles? Verily misery, in its most hideous shape. When the habits of weak
people are consolidated by time, a reformation is barely possible; and actually
makes the beings miserable who have / not sufficient mind to be amused by
innocent pleasure; like the tradesman who retires from the hurry of business,
nature presents to them only a universal blank;® and the restless thoughts prey
on the damped spirits.” Their reformation, as well as his retirement, actually
makes them wreiched because it deprives them of all employment, by
quenching the hopes and fears that set in motion their sluggish minds.

If such *[be] the force of habit; if such ®[be] the bondage of folly, how
carefully ought we to guard the mind from storing up vicious associations;
and equally careful should we be to cultivate the understanding, to save the
poor wight from the weak dependent state of even harmless ignorance. For it
is the right use of reason alone which makes us independent of every thing —
excepting the unclouded Reason - ‘Whose service is perfect freedom.’© /

? I have frequently seen this exemplified in women whose beauty could no longer be repaired,
They have retired from the noisy scenes of dissipation; but, unless they became methodists, the
solitude of the select society of their family connections or acquaintance, has presented only a
fearful void; consequently, nervous complaints, and all the vapourish train of idleness, rendered
them quite as useless, and far more unhappy, than when they joined the giddy throng.

* The rake who rapes the virtuous heroing in Samuel Richardson’s Clarissa (1747, 1748).

® See Paradise Lost, 111, 48.

* The Book of Common Prayer (1549), Morning Prayer, Second Collect, for Peace; original
refers to God, not reason.

“[comes] *[is] [is]
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CHAPTER VII

MODESTY — COMPREHENSIVELY CONSIDERED,
AND NOT AS A SEXUAL VIRTUE

Modesty! Sacred offspring of sensibility and reason! - trye delicacy of mind!
- may I unblamed presume to investigate thy nature, and trace to its covert
the mild charm, that mellowing each harsh feature of g character, renders
what would otherwise only inspire cold admiration — lovely! — Thou that
smoothest the wrinkles of wisdom, and softenest the tone of the sublimest
virtues till they all melt into humanity; - thou that spreadest the ethereal
cloud that, surrounding love, heightens every beauty, it half shades,
breathing those coy sweets that steal into the heart, and charm the senses —
modulate for me the language of persuasive reason > tll I rouse my sex from
the flowery bed, on which they supinely sleep life away!?

In speaking of the association of our ideas, I have noticed two distinct
nqodgs; and in / defining modesty, it appears to me equally proper to
dllscruninate that purity of mind, which is the effect of chastity, from a
simplicity of character that leads us to form a just opinion of ourselves,
equally distant from vanity or presumption, though by no means incom-
p‘atible with a lofty consciousness of our own dignity. Modesty, in the latter
signification of the term, is, that soberness of mind which teaches a man not
to think more highly of himself than he ought to think, and should be
distinguished from humility, because humility is a kind of self-abasement.

A modest man often conceives a great plan, and tenaciously adheres to it,
conscious of his own strength, till success gives it a sanction that determines
f'ts character. Milton was not arrogant when he suffered a suggestion of
Jjudgment to escape him that proved a prophecy;® nor was General
Washington when he accepted the command of the American forces.© The
latter has always been characterized as a modest man; but had he been merely

* Cf. Paradise Lost, T11, 1~55.

® Milton implies his future fame in ‘Ad Patrem’ (21632}, Poems of Mr. Fohn Mil i
and Englieh (rotey ( ), f Mr. John Milton. Both Latin

© George Washington ¢ 1732-99), was made commander-in-chief of the armed fi
United Colonies, to fight the British, on 15 June, 1775, rred forces of the
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humbile, he would probably have shrunk back irresolute, afraid of trusting to
himself the direction of an enterprise, on which so much depended. /

A modest man is steady, an humble man timid, and a vain one
Presumptuous: — this is the judgment, which the observation of many
characters, has led me to form, Jesus Christ was modest, Moses was humbile,
and Peter vain.

Thus, discriminating modesty from humility in one case, I do not mean to
confound it with bashfulness in the other. Bashfulness » in fact, is so distinct
from modesty, that the most bashful lass, or raw country lout, often
'[become] the most impudent; for their bashfulness being merely the
instinctive timidity of ignorance, custom soon changes it into assurance.!

The shameless behaviour of the prostitutes, who infest the streets of this
metropolis, raising / alternate emotions of pity and disgust, may serve to
illustrate this remark. They trample on virgin bashfulness with a sort of
bravado, and glorying in their shame, become more audaciously lewd than
men, however depraved, to whom this sexual quality has not been
gratuitously granted, ever appear to be. But these poor ignorant wretches
never had any modesty to lose, when they consigned themselves to infamy;
for modesty is a virtue, not a quality. No, they were only bashful, shame-
faced innocents; and losing their innocence, their shame-facedness was
rudely brushed off; a virtue would have left some vestiges in the mind, had it
been sacrificed to passion, to make us respect the grand ruin.

Purity of mind, or that genuine delicacy, which is the only virtuous
support of chastity, is near akin to that refinement of humanity, which never
resides in any but cultivated minds. It is something nobler than innocence, it
is the delicacy of reflection, and not the coyness of ignorance. The reserve of
reason, which, like habitual cleanliness, is seldom scen in any great degree,
unless the soul is active, may easily be distinguished from rustic shyness or
wanton skittishness; and, so / far from being incompatible with knowledge, it
Is its fairest fruit. What a gross idea of modesty had the writer of the
following remark! ‘The lady who asked the question whether women may be

! ‘Such is the country-maiden’s frighe,
When first a red-ceat is in sight;
Behind the door she hides her face;
Next time ar distance eyes the lace:
She now can all his terrors stand,
Nor from his squeeze withdraws her hand.
She plays familiar in his arms,

And ev'ry soldier hath his charms;

From tent to tent she spreads her flame;

For custom conquers fear and shame.’
Gay

a

* John Gay, Fables (1727), no. xiii ‘The Tame Stag’,

'[becomes]
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instructed in the modern system of botany, consistently with female delicacy?
— was accused of ridiculous prudery: nevertheless, if she had proposed the
question to me, I shouild certainly have answered — They cannot.”® Thus is
the fair book of knowledge to be shut with an everlasting seal! On reading
similar passages I have reverentially lifted up my eyes and heart to Him who
liveth for ever and ever, and said, O my Father, hast Thou by the very
constitution of her nature forbid Thy child to seek Thee in the fair forms of
truth? And, can her soul be sullied by the knowledge that awfully calls her to
Thee?

I have then philosophically pursued these reflections till T inferred that
those women who have most improved their reason must have the most
modesty — though a dignified sedateness of deportment may have succeeded
the playful, bewitching bashfulness of youth.? /

And thus have I argued. To render chastity the virtue from which
unsophisticated modesty will naturally flow, the attention should be called
away from employments which only exercise the sensibility; and the heart
made to beat time to humanity, rather than to throb with love. The woman
who has dedicated a considerable portion of her time to pursuits purely
intellectual, and whose affections have been exercised by humane plans of
usefulness, must have more purity of mind, as a natural consequence, than
the ignorant beings whose time and thoughts have been occupied by gay
pleasures or schemes to conquer hearts.” The regulation / of the behaviour is
not modesty, though those who study rules of decorum are, in general,
termed modest women. Make the heart clean, let it expand and fee! for all

that is human, instead of being narrowed by selfish passions; and let the mind

frequently contemplate subjects that exercise the understanding, without

heating the Imagination, and artless modesty will give the finishing touchesto
the picture. '

~ She who can discern the dawn of immortality, in the streaks that shoot
athwart the misty night of ignorance, promising a clearer day, will respect, as

a sacred temple, the body that enshrines such an improvable soul. True love,

* Modesty, is the graceful calm virtue of maturity; bashfulness, the charm of vivacious

vouth.

31 have conversed, as man with man, with medical men, on anatomical subjects; and
compared the proportions of the hutnan body with artists - vet such maodesty did I meer with,
that I was never reminded by word or look of my sex, of the absurd rules which make modesty a
pharisaical cloak of weakness. And I am persuaded that in the pursuit of knowledge women
would never be insulted by sensible men, and rarely by men of any description, if they did not by
mock modesty remind them thar they were women: actuated by the same spirit a5 the
Portugueze ladies, who would think their charms insulted, if, when Jefi alone with a man, he did
not, at least, attempt to be grossly familiar with their persons. Men are not always men in the
company of women, nor wonld women always remember that they are women, if they were
allowed to acquire mare understanding.

_—

* John Berkenhout, A Volume of Letters 10 his Son ar the University (1790), xxxii, p. 307.
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likewise, spreads this kind of mysterious sanctity round the beloved object,
making the lover most modest when in her presence.* So reserved is affection
that, receiving or returning personal endearments, it wishes, not only to shun
the human eye, as a kind of profanation; but to diffuse an / encircling cloudy
obscurity to shut out even the saucy sparkling sunbeams. Yet, that affection
does not deserve the epithet of chaste, which does not receive a sublime
gloom of tender melancholy, that allows the mind for a moment to stand still
and enjoy the present satisfaction, when a consciousness of the Divine
presence is felt — for this must ever be the foed of joy!

As I have always been fond of tracing to its source in nature any prevailing
custom, I have frequently thought that it was a sentiment of affection for
whatever had touched the person of an absent or lost friend, which gave birth
to that respect for relicks, so much abused by selfish priests. Devotion, or
love, may be allowed to hallow the garments as well as the person; for the
lover must want fancy who has not a sort of sacred respect for the glove or
slipper of his mistress. He could not confound them with vulgar things of the
same kind. This fine sentiment, perhaps, would not bear to be analyzed by
the experimental philosopher ~ but of such stuff is human rapture made up! -
A shadowy phantom glides before us, obscuring every other object; yet when
the soft cloud is grasped, / the form melts into common air, leaving a solitary
void, or sweet perfume, stolen from the violet, that memory long holds dear.
But, I have tripped unawares on fairy ground, feeling the balmy gale of
spring stealing on me, though november frowns.

As a sex, women are more chaste than men, and as modesty is the effect of
chastity, they may deserve to have this virtue ascribed to them in rather an
appropriated sense; yet, I must be allowed to add an hesitating if: — for I
doubt whether chastity will produce modesty, though it may propriety of
conduct, when it is merely a respect for the opinion of the world,” and when
coquetry and the love-lorn tales of novelists employ the thoughts. Nay, from
experience, and reason, I should be led to expect to meet with more modesty
amongst men than women, simply because men exercise their understand-
ings more than women.

But, with respect to propriety of behaviour, excepting one class of females,
women have evidently the advantage. What can be / more disgusting than
that impudent dross of gallantry, thought so manly, which makes many men
stare insultingly at every female they meet? 2[Can it be termed respect for the
sex? No, this] loose behaviour shews such habitual depravity, such weakness
of mind, that it is vain to expect much public or private virtue, till both men

4 Male or female; for the world contains many modest men. . )
5 The immodest behaviour of many married women, who are nevertheless faithful to their
husbands’ beds, will illustrate this remark.

HIs this respect for the sex? This]
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and women grow more modest — till men, curbing a sensual fondness for
the sex, or an affectation of manly assurance, more properly speaking,
impudence, treat each other with respect — unless appetite or passion *[give]
the tone, peculiar to it, to their behaviour. I mean even personal respect — the
modest respect of humanity, and fellow-feeling — not the libidinous mockery
of gallantry, nor the insolent condescension of protectorship.

To carry the observation still further, modesty must heartily disclaim, and
refuse to dwell with that debauchery of mind, which leads a man coolly to
bring forward, without a blush, indecent allusions, or obscene witticisms, in
the presence of a fellow creature; women are now out of the question, for
then it is brutality. Respect for man, as man, is the foundation of every noble
sentiment. How much more / modest is the libertine who obeys the call of
appetite or fancy, than the lewd joker who sets the table in a roar!

This is one of the many instances in which the sexual distinction respecting
modesty has proved fatal to virtue and happiness. It is, however, carried still
further, and woman, weak woman! made by her education the slave of
sensibility, is required, on the most trying occasions, to resist that sensibility.
*Can any thing,” says Knox, ‘be more absurd than keeping women in a state
of ignorance, and yet so vehemently to insist on their resisting temptation?’
— Thus when virtue or honour make it proper to check a passion, the burden
is thrown on the weaker shoulders, contrary to reason and true modesty,
which, at least, should render the self-denial mutual, to say nothing of the
generosity of bravery, supposed to be a manly virtue.

In the same strain runs Rousseau’s and Dr Gregory’s advice respecting
modesty, strangely miscalled! for they both desire 2 wife to leave it in doubt

whether sensibility or weakness led her to her husband’s arms. — The woman'
is immodest who can let the / shadow of such a doubt remain in her husband’s
mind a moment.

But to state the subject in a different light. — The want of modesty, which I
principally deplore as subversive of morality, arises from the state of warfare
so strenuously supported by voluptuous men as the very essence of modesty,
though, in fact, its bane; bécause it is a refinement on lust, that men fall into
who have not sufficient virtue to relish the innocent pleasures of love. A man
of delicacy carries his notions of modesty still further, for neither weakness
nor sensibility will gratify him — he looks for affection.

Again; men boast of their triumphs over women, what do they boast of ?
Truly the creature of sensibility was surprised by her sensibility into folly —
into vice;® and the dreadful reckoning falls heavily on her own weak head,

§ The poor moth fluttering round a candle, burns its wings.

* Knox, Essays (Moral and Literary) (expanded edition, 1782), I, 34, p. 154.

“[gives}
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when reason wakes. For where art thou to find comfort, forlorn and
disconsolate one? He who ought to have directed thy reason, and supported
thy weakness, has betrayed thee! In a dream of passion thou *[consented] to
wander through flowery lawns, / and heedlessly stepping over the precipice to
which thy guide, instead of guarding, lured thee, thou startest from thy
dream only to face a sneering, frowning world, and to find thyself alone in a
waste, for he that triumphed in thy weakness is now pursuing new conquests;
but for thee — there is no redemption on this side the grave! — And what
resource *[hast] thou in an enervated mind to raise a sinking heart?

But, if the sexes be really to live in a state of warfare, if nature ®[have]
pointed it out, let “[them] act nobly, or let pride whisper to them, that the
victory is mean when they merely vanquish sensibility. The real conquest is
that over affection not taken by surprise ~ when, like Heloisa, a woman gives
up all the world, deliberately, for love.? I do not now consider the wisdom or
virtue of such a sacrifice, I only contend that it was a sacrifice to affection,
and not merely to sensibility, though she had her share. — And I must be
allowed to call her a modest woman, before I dismiss this part of the subject,
by saying, that till men are more chaste women will be immodest. Where,
indeed, could modest women find husbands from whom they would / not
continually turn with disgust? Modesty must be equally cultivated by both
sexes, or it will ever remain a sickly hot-house plant, whilst the affectation of
it, the fig leaf borrowed by wantonness, may give a zest to voluptuous
enjoyments.

Men will probably still insist that woman ought to have more modesty than
man; but it is not dispassionate reasoners who will most earnestly oppose my
opinion. No, they are the men of fancy, the favourites of the sex, who
outwardly respect and inwardly despise the weak creatures whom they thus
sport with. They cannot submit to resign the highest sensual gratification,
nor even to relish the epicurism of virtue — self-denial.

To take another view of the subject, confining my remarks to women.

The ridiculous falsities” which are told to children, from mistaken notions
of modesty, / tend very early to inflame their imaginations and set their little

7 Children very early see cats with their kittens, birds with their young ones, etc. Why then
are they not to be told that their mothers carry and nourish them in the same way? As therc
would then be no appearance of mystery they would never think of the subject more, Truth may
always be told to children, if it be told gravely; but it is the immodesty of affected modesty, that
does all the mischief; and this smoke heats the imagination by vainly endeavouring to obscure
certain objects. If, indeed, children could be kept entirely from improper company, we should
never allude to any such subjects; but as this is impossible, it is best to tell tl_'u:.m the trutl?,
especially as such informartion, not interesting them, will make no impression on their
imagination.

? See note to p. 146 above.

*consentedst] °[has] S[has] ’[men]
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minds to work, respecting subjects, which nature never intended they shouid
think of till the body arrived at some degree of maturity; then the passions
naturally begin to take place of the senses, as instruments to unfold the
understanding, and form the moral character.

In nurseries, and boarding-schools, I fear, girls are first spoiled;
particularly in the latter. A number of girls sleep in the same room, and wash
together. And, though I should be sorry to contaminate an innocent
creature’s mind by instilling false delicacy, or those indecent prudish notions,
which early cautions respecting the other sex naturally engender, I should be
very anxious to prevent their acquiring nasty, or immodest habits; and as
many girls have learned very nasty tricks, from ignorant servants, the /
mixing them thus indiscriminately together, is very improper.

To say the truth women are, in general, too familiar with each other, which
leads to that gross degree of familiarity that so frequently renders the
marriage state unhappy. Why in the name of decency are sisters, female
intimates, or ladies and their waiting-women, to be so grossly familiar as to
forget the respect which one human creature owes to another? That
squeamish delicacy which shrinks from the most disgusting offices when
affection® or humanity lead us to watch at a sick pillow, is despicable. But,
why women in health should be more familiar with each other than men are,
when they boast of their superior delicacy, is a solecism in manners which I
could never solve.

In order to preserve health and beauty, I should earnestly recommend
frequent ablutions, to dignify my advice that it may not offend the fastidious
ear; and, by example, girls ought to be taught to wash and dress alone, /
without any distinction of rank; and if custom should make them require
some little assistance, let them not require it till that part of the business is
over which ought never to be done before a fellow-creature; because it is an
insult to the majesty of human nature. Not on the score of modesty, but
decency; for the care which some modest women take, making at the same
time a display of that care, not to let their legs be seen, is as childish as
immodest.”

I could proceed still further, till I animadverted on some still more nasty
customs, which men never fall into. Secrets are told — where silence ought to
reign; and that regard to cleanliness, which some religious sects have,
perhaps, carried too far, especially the Essenes, amongst the Jews,? by

¥ Affection would rather make one choose to perform these offices, to spare the delicacy of a
friend, by still keeping a veil over them, for the personal helplessness, produced by sickness, is
of an humbling nature.

% I rernember to have met with a sentence, in a book of education, that made me smile. ‘It
would be needless to caution you against putting your hand, by chance, under your neck-
handkerchief; for a modest woman never did so!”

* Jewish monastic order practising elaborate ritual bathing.
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making that an insult to God which is only an insult to humanity, is violated
in a beastly manner. How can delicate women obtrude on notice that part of
the animal oeconomy, which is / so very disgusting? And is it not very
rational to conclude, that the women who have not been taught to respect the
human nature of their own sex, in these particulars, will not long respect the
mere difference of sex in their husbands? After their maidenish bashfulness is
once lost, I, in fact, have generally observed, that women fall into old habits;
and treat their husbands as they did their sisters or female acquaintance.

Besides, women from necessity, because their minds are not cultivated,
have recourse very often to what I familiarly term bodily wit; and their
intimacies are of the same kind. In short, with respect to both mind and
body, they are too intimate. That decent personal reserve which is the
foundation of dignity of character, must be kept up between woman and
woman, or their minds will never gain strength or modesty.

On this account also, I object to many females being shut up together in
nurseries, schools, or convents. I cannot recollect without indignation, the
jokes and hoiden tricks, which knots of young women indulge themselves in,
when in my youth accident threw me, an awkward rustic, in their way.
They / were almost on a par with the double meanings, which shake the
convivial table when the glass has circulated freely. But, it is vain to attempt
to keep the heart pure, unless the head is furnished with ideas, and set to
work to compare them, in order to acquire judgment, by generalizing simple
ones; and modesty, by making the understanding damp the sensibility.

It may be thought that I lay too great a stress on personal reserve; but it is
ever the handmaid of modesty. So that were I to name the graces that ought
to adorn beauty, I should instantly exclaim, cleanliness, neatness, and
personal reserve. It is obvious, 1 suppose, that the reserve I mean, has
nothing sexual in it, and that I think it equally necessary in both sexes. So
necessary, indeed, is that reserve and cleanliness which indolent women too
often neglect, that I will venture to affirm that when two or three women live
in the same house, the one will be most respected by the male part of the
family, who reside with them, leaving love entirely out of the question, who
pays this kind of habitual respect to her person. /

When domestic friends meet in a morning, there will naturally prevail an
affectionate seriousness, especially, if each look forward to the discharge of
daily duties; and it may be reckoned fanciful, but this sentiment has
frequently ®[risen] spontaneously in my mind, I have been pleased after
breathing the sweet-bracing morning air, 1o see the same kind of freshness in
the countenances I particularly loved; I was glad to see them braced, as it
were, for the day, and ready to run their course with the sun. The greetings

8{rose]
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of affection in the morning are by these means more respectful than the
familiar tenderness which frequently prolongs the evening tall. Nay. T have
often felt hurt, not to say disgusted, when 2 friend has appeared, whom |
parted with full dressed the evening before, with her clothes huddied on,
because she chose to indulge herself in bed till the last moment.

Domestic affection can only be kept alive by these neglected attentions; yet
if men and women took half as much pains to dress habitually neat, as they do
to ornament, or rather to disfigure, their persons, much would be done
towards the attainment of purity of mind. But women only dress to gratify
men / of gallantry; for the lover is always best pleased with the simple garb
that fits close to the shape. There is an impertinence in ornaments that
rebuffs affection; because love always clings round the idea of home.

As a sex, women are habitually indolent; and every thing tends to make
them so. I do not forget the spurts of activity which sensibility produces 5 but
as these flights of feelings only increase the evil, they are not to be
confounded with the slow, orderly walk of reason. So great in reality is their
mental and bodily indolence, that till their body be strengthened and their
understanding enlarged by active exertions, there is little reason to expect
that modesty will take place of bashfulness. They may find it prudent to
assume its semblance; but the fair veil will only be worn on gala days.

Perhaps, there is not a virtue that mixes so kindly with every other as
modesty. — It is the pale moon-beam that renders more interesting every
virtue it softens, giving mild grandeur to the contracted horizon. Nothing can
be more beautiful than the poetical fiction, which makes Diana with her
silver crescent, the goddess of chastity. / I have sometimes thought, that
wandering with sedate step in some lonely recess, a modest dame of antiquity
must have felt a glow of conscious dignity when, after contemplating the soft
shadowy landscape, she has invited with placid fervour the mild reflection of
her sister’s beams to tun to her chaste bosom.

A Christian has still nobler motives to incite her to preserve her chastity
and acquire modesty, for her body has been called the Temple of the living
God;* of that God who requires more than modesty of mien. His eye
searcheth the heart; and let her remember, that if she hope to find favour in
the sight of purity itself, her chastity must be founded on modesty, and not
on worldly prudence; or verily a good reputation will be her only reward; for
that awful intercourse, that sacred communication, which virtue establishes
between man and his Maker, must give rise to the wish of being pure as he is
pure!

After the foregoing remarks, it is almost superfluous to add, that I consider
all those feminine airs of maturity, which succeed bashfulness, to which truth

* 2 Corinthians 6:16: *for ye are the temple of the living God.’
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is sacrificed, to secure the heart of a husband, or rather to force him to be still
a lover when nature / would, had she not been interrupted in her operations,
have made love give place to friendship, as immodest. The tenderness which
a man will feel for the mother of his children is an excellent substitute for the
ardour of unsatisfied passion; but to prolong that ardour it is indelicate, not
to say immodest, for women to {eign an unnatural coldness of constitution.
Women as well as men ought to have the common appetites and passions of
their nature, they are only brutal when unchecked by reason: but the
obligation to check them is the duty of mankind, not a sexual duty. Nature,
in these respects, may safely be left to herself; let women only acquire
knowledge and humanity, and love will teach them modesty.'® There is no
need of falsehoods, disgusting as futile, for studied rules of behaviour only
impose on shallow observers; a man of sense soon sees through, and despises
the affectation. /

The behaviour of young people, to each other, as men and women, is the
last thing that shouid be thought of in education. In fact, behaviour in most
circumstances is now so much thought of, that simplicity of character is
rarely to be seen: yet, if men were only anxious to cultivate each virtue, and
let it take root firmly in the mind, the grace resulting from it, its natural
exteriour mark, would soon strip affectation of its flaunting plumes; because,
fallacious as unstable, is the conduct that is not founded upen truth!

Would ye, O my sisters, really possess modesty, ye must remember that
the possession of virtue, of any denomination, is incompatible with ignorance
and vanity! ye must acquire that soberness of mind, which the exercise of
duties, and the pursuit of knowledge, alone inspire, or ye wil} still remain in a
doubtful dependent situation, and only be loved whilst ye are fairl. The
downcast eye, the rosy blush, the retiring grace, are all proper in their season;
but modesty, being the child of reason, cannot long exist with the sensibility
that is not tempered by reflection. Besides, / when love, even innocent love, is
the whole employ of your lives, your hearts wiil be too soft to afford modesty
that tranquil retreat, where she délights to dwell, in close union with
humanity. /

1% The behaviour of many newly married women has often disgusted me. They seem anxious
never to let their husbands forget the privilege of marriage; and to find no pleasure in his society
unless he is acting the lover. Short, indeed, must be the reign of love, when the flame is thus
constantly blown up, without its receiving any solid fewel!
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CHAPTER VIII

MORALITY UNDERMINED BY SEXUAL NOTIONS OF
THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD REPUTATION

It has long since occurred to me that advice respecting behaviour, and alt
the various modes of preserving a good reputation, which have been so
strenuously inculcated on the female world, were specious poisons, that
incrusting morality eat away the substance. And, that this measuring of
shadows produced a false calculation, because their length depends so much
on the height of the sun, and other adventitious circumstances.

Whence arises the easy fallacious behaviour of a courtier? From his
situation, undoubtedly: for standing in need of dependents, he is obliged to
learn the art of denying without giving offence, and, of evasively feeding hope
with the chameleon’s food:* thus does politeness sport with truth, and / eating
away the sincerity and humanity natural to man, produce the fine gentleman.

Women *[likewise] acquire, from a supposed necessity, an equally artificial
mode of behaviour. Yet truth is not with impunity to be sported with, for the
practised dissembler, at last, become the dupe of his own arts, loses that
sagacity, which has been justly termed common sense; namely, a quick
perception of common truths: which are constantly received as such by the
unsophisticated mind, though it might not have had sufficient energy to
discover them itself, when obscured by local prejudices. The greater number
of people take their opinions on trust to avoid the trouble of exercising their
own minds, and these indolent beings naturally adhere to the letter, rather
than the spirit 'of a law, divine or human. ‘Women,’ says some author, I

‘cannot recollect who, ‘mind not what only heaven sees.” Why, indeed, should

they? it is the eye of man that they have been taught to dréad — and if they can
lull their Argus to sleep,® they seldom think of heaven or-themselves, because

* The chameleon was popularly thought to live on sir.

® According to Greek mythology, when Zeus, the king of the gods, fell in love with Io, a
priestess of Hera his wife, he transformed her into a heifer to protect her from Hera's wrath.
Hera set the many-eyed Argus to guard Io, and prevent her retransformation, but Zeus sent
Hermes o lull Argus to sleep by playing the flute and then to cut off his head, and release Io.

'fin the same way]
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their reputation is safe; and it is reputation, not chastity and all its fair train,
that they are employed / to keep free from spot, not as a virtue, but to
preserve their station in the world. o

To prove the truth of this remark, I need only advert to the intrigues of
martied women, particularly in high life, and in countries w%'lere women are
suitably married, according to their respective ranks, by their parents. If an
innocent girl become a prey to love, she is degraded for ever, though her
mind was not polluted by the arts which married women, under the
convenient cloke of marriage, practise; nor has she violated any duty — but
the duty of respecting herself. The married woman, on the contrary, breaks a
most sacred engagement, and becomes a cruel mother when she is a fal_se and
faithless wife. If her husband have still an affection for her, the arts which she
must practise to deceive him, will render her the most contemptible of
human beings; and, at any rate, the contrivances necessary to preserve
appearances, will keep her mind in that childish, or vicious, turgult, which
destroys all its energy. Besides, in time, like those people who habxt}lally take
cordials to raise their spirits, she will want an intrigue to give life to her
thoughts, having lost all relish for / pleasures that are not highly seasoned by
hope or fear. _ '

Sometimes married women act still more audaciously; I will mention an
instance. o

A woman of quality, notorious for her gallantries, though as she still lived
with her husband, nobody chose to place her in the class where she ought to
have been placed, made a point of treating with the most insulting contempt a
poor timid creature, abashed by a sense of her former wc;akness{ whom a
neighbouring gentleman had seduced and afterwards married. '_I‘hxs woman
had actually confounded virtue with reputation; and, I do believe, valued
herself on the propriety of her behaviour before marriage, though when once
settled to the satisfaction of her family, she and her lord were equally
faithless, — so that the half alive heir to an immense estate came from heaven
knows where! '

To view this subject in another light.

I have known a number of women who, if they did not love their husbar.lds )
loved nobody else, give themselves entirely up to vanity and dissipation,
neglecting every domestic duty; nay, even squandering away all the money
which should have been saved / for their helpless younger children, yet have
plumed themselves on their unsullied reputation, as if the yvhole compass of
their duty as wives and mothers was only to preserve it. Whilst other indolent
women, neglecting every perscnal duty, have thought that they deserv'ed
their husbands’ affection, because, forsooth, they acted in this respect with

ropriety.
g’ Vgeakyminds are always fond of resting in the ceremonials of. duty, but
morality offers much simpler motives; and it were to be wished that
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superficial moralists had said less respecting behaviour, and outward
observances, for unless virtue, of any kind, be built on knowledge, it will
only produce a kind of insipid decency. Respect for the opinion of the world,
has, however, been termed the principal duty of woman in the most express
words, for Rousseau declares, ‘that reputation is no less indispensable than
chastity.”® ‘A man,’ adds he, ‘secure in his own good conduct, depends only
on himself, and may brave the public opinion: bur a woman, in behaving
well, performs but half her duty; as what is thought of her, is as important to
her as what she really is. It follows hence, that the system of a woman's /
education should, in this respect, be directly contrary to that of ours.
Opinion is the grave of virtue among the men; but its throne among
women.’® It is strictly logical to infer that the virtue that rests on opinion is
merely worldly, and that it is the virtue of a being to whom reason has been
denied. But, even with respect to the opinion of the world, I am convinced
that this class of reasoners are mistaken.

This regard for reputation, independent of its being one of the natural
rewards of virtue, however, took its rise from a cause that I have already
deplored as the grand source of female depravity, the impossibility of
regaining respectability by a return to virtue, though men preserve theirs
during the indulgence of vice. It was natural for women then to endeavour to
preserve what once lost — was lost for ever, till this care swallowing up every
other care, reputation for chastity, became the one thing needful to the sex.
But vain is the scrupulosity of ignorance, for neither religion nor virtue,
when they reside in the heart, require such a puerile attention to mere
ceremonies, because the behaviour must, upon / the whole, be proper, when
the motive is pure.

To support my opinion I can produce very respectable authority; and the
authority of a cool reasoner ought to have weight to enforce consideration,
though not to establish a sentiment. Speaking of the general laws of morality,
Dr Smith observes, — ‘That by some very extraordinary and unlucky
circumstance, a good man may come to be suspected of a crime of which he
was altogether incapable, and upon that account be most unjustly exposed for
the remaining part of his life to the horror and aversion of mankind. By an
accident of this kind he may be said to lose his all, notwithstanding his
integrity and justice, in the same manner as a cautious man, notwithstanding
his utmost circumspection, may be ruined by an earthquake or an
inundation. Accidents of the first kind, however, are perhaps still more rare,
and still more contrary. to the common course of things than those of the

* Cf. Rousseau, Emilius, IV, v, p- 19: ‘their glory lies not only in their conduct, but in their
reputation; and it is impossible for any, who consents to be accounted infamous, to be ever
virtuous.’

® Emilius, IV, v, p. 19
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second; and it still remains true, that the practice of truth, justice, and
humanity, is a certain and almost infallible method of / acquiring what those
virtues chiefly aim at, the confidence and love of those we live with. A person
may be easily misrepresented with regard to a particular action; but it is
scarce possible that he should be so with regard to the general tenor of }.ns
conduct. An innocent man may be believed to have done wrong: this,
however, will rarely happen. On the contrary, the established opinion of the
innocence of his manners will often lead us to absolve him where he has really
been in the fault, notwithstanding very strong presumptions.’®

I perfectly coincide in opinion with this writer, for I verily believe that few
of either sex were ever despised for certain vices without deserving to be
despised. I speak not of the calumny of the moment, which [hovers] over a
character, like one of the dense [morning] fogs of November, over this
metropolis, till it gradually subsides before the common light of day, I onl.y
contend that the daily conduct of the majority prevails to stamp th_elr
character with the impression of truth. Quietly does the clear light, shining
day after day, refute the ignorant surmise, or malicious tale, wh?ch h.as
thrown dirt on a pure character. A false light distorted, for a short time, its
shadow / — reputation; but it seldom fails to become just when the cloud is
dispersed that produced the mistake in vision. .

Many people, undoubtedly, in several respects obtain a better reputation
than, strictly speaking, they deserve; for unremitting industry will mostly
reach its goal in all races. They who only strive for this paltry prize, like {he
Pharisees, who prayed at the corners of streets, to be seen of men, verli{
obtain the reward they seek; for the heart of man cannot be read by man!.
Still the fair fame that is naturally reflected by good actions, when the man is
only employed to direct his steps aright, regardless of the lookers-on, is, in
general, not only more true, but more sure.

There are, it is true, trials when the good man must appeal to God from the
injustice of man; and amidst the whining candour or hissings of envy, erect a
pavilion in his own mind to retire to till the rumour be overpast; nay, the
darts of undeserved censure may pierce an innocent tender bosom thropg.h
with many sorrows; but these are all exceptions to general rules. And it is
according to common laws that human behaviour ought to be regulated. The
eccentric orbit / of the comet never influences astronomical calculatif)ns
respecting the invariable order established in the motion of the principal
bodies of the solar system.

* Smith, Moral Sentiments, 1, i, 5, p. 416-17. )

* Matthew 6:5: ‘And when thou prayest, thou shait not be as the hypocrites are: for they love
to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of
men.’

‘[bangs} [ ]
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I will then venture to affirm, that after a man is arrived at maturity, the

general outline of his character in the world is just, allowing for the before-
mentioned exceptions to the rule. I do not say that a prudent, worldly-wise

. man, with only negative virtues and qualities, may not sometimes obtain a

smoother reputation than a wiser or a better man. So far from it, that I am apt
to conclude from experience, that where the virtue of two people is nearly
equal, the most negative character will be liked -best by the world at large,
whilst the other may have more friends in private life. But the hills and dales ;
clouds and sunshine, conspicuous in the virtues of great men, set off each
other; and though they afford envious weakness a fairer mark to shoot at, the
real character will still work its way to light, though bespattered by weak
affection, or ingenious malice.! /

With respect to that anxiety to preserve a reputation hardly earned, which
leads sagacious people to analyze it, I shall not make the obvious comment;
but I am afraid that morality is very insidiously undermined, in the female
world, by the attention being turned to the shew instead of the substance. A
simple thing is thus made strangely complicated; nay, sometimes virtue and
its shadow are set at variance. We should never, perhaps, have heard of
Lucretia, had she died to preserve her chastity instead of her reputation.® If
we really deserve our own good opinion we shall commonly be respected in
the world; but if we pant after higher improvement and higher attainments, it
is not sufficient to view ourselves as we suppose that we are viewed by others,
though this has been ingeniously argued, as the foundation of our moral
sentiments.? Because each by-stander may have his own prejudices, beside
the prejudices of his age or country. We should rather endeavour to view
ourselves as we suppose that Being views us who seeth each thought ripen
into action, and whose judgment never / swerves from the eternal rule of
right. Righteous are all his judgments — just as merciful!

The humble mind that seeketh to find favour in His sight, and calmly
examines its conduct when only His presence is felt, will seldom form a very
erroneous opinion of its own virtues. During the still hour of self-collection
the angry brow of offended justice will be fearfully deprecated, or the tie
which draws man to the Diety will be recognized in the pure sentiment of
reverential adoration, that swells the heart without exciting any tumultuous
emotions. In these solemn moments man discovers the germ of those vices,
which like the Java tree shed a pestiferous vapour around — death is in the

; I alludi to various biographical writings, but particularly to Boswell’s Life of Johnson.
Smith. .

“ Lucretiz (d. 510 B.c), a Roman lady who was raped by Sextus Tarquinius, the son of the
king; before stabbing herself to death she exacted an oath of vengeance from her husband and
her father.

® Smith, Moral Sentimenzs, 1, iii, 2, p. 285.
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shade!® and he perceives them without abhorrence, because he feels himself
drawn by some cord of love to all his fellow-creatures, for whose follies he is
anxious to find every extenuation in their nature — in himself. If I, he may
thus argue, who exercise my own mind, and have been refined by tribulation,
find the serpent’s egg® in some fold of my heart, and crush it with difficulty,
shall not I pity those who have stamped with less vigour, or who have
heedlessly nurtured the insidious reptile till it poisoned the vital stream it
sucked? Can I, / conscious of my secret sins, throw off my fellow-creatures,
and calmly see them drop into the chasm of perdition, that yawns to receive
them. — No! no! The agonized heart will cry with suffocating impatience — I
too am a man! and have vices, hid, perhaps, from human eye, that bend me
to the dust before God, and loudly tell me, when all is mute, that we are
formed of the same earth, and breathe the same element. Humanity thus rises
naturally out of humility, and twists the cords of love that in various
convolutions entangle the heart,

This sympathy extends still further, till a man well pleased observes force
in arguments that do not carry convinction to his own bosom, and he gladly
places in the fairest light, to himself, the shews of reason that have led others
astray, rejoiced to find some reason in all the errors of man; though before
convinced that he who rules the day makes his sun to shine on all. Yer,
shaking hands thus as it were with corruption, one foot on earth, the other
with bold stride mounts to heaven, and claims kindred with superiour
natures. Virtues, unobserved by man, drop their balmy fragrance at this cool
hour, and the thirsty / land, refreshed by the pure streams of comfort that
suddenly gush out, is crowned with smiling verdure; this is the living green
on which that eye may look with complacency that is too pure to behold
iniquity! .

But my spirits flag; and I must silently indulge the reverie these reflections
lead to, unable to describe the sentiments, that have calmed my soul, when
watching the rising sun, a soft shower drizzling through the leaves of
neighbouring trees, seemed to fall on my languid, yet tranquil spirits, to cool
the heart that had been heated by the passions which reason laboured to
tame.

The leading principles which run through all my disquisitions, Would
render it unnecessary to enlarge on this subject, if a constant attention to
keep the varnish of the character fresh, and in good condition, were not often
inculcated as the surmn total of female duty; if rules to regulate the behaviour,
and to preserve the reputation, did not too frequently supersede moral
obligations. But, with respect to reputation, the attention is confined to a

* Eugenia jambolana, the java plum tree, was incorrectly believed to be poisonous in the
eighteenth century. _
® Cf. Fulius Caesar, 11, i, 32.
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single virtue — chastity. If the honour of a woman, as it iy absurdly called,

4[be] safe, she may neglect every social duty; nay, ruin / her family by gamine
and extravagance; yet still present a shameless front — for truly she is an
honourable women!

Mrs Macaulay has justly observed, that ‘there is but one fault which a
woman of honour may not commit with impunity.’® She then justly and
humanely adds — “This has given rise to the trite and foolish observation, that
the first fault against chastity in woman has a radical power to deprave the
character. But no such frail beings come out of the hands of nature, The
human mind is built of nobler materials than to be easily corrupted; and with
all their disadvantages of situation and education, women seldom become
entirely abandoned till they are thrown into a state of desperation, by the
venomous rancour of their own sex.’®

But, in proportion as this regard for the reputation of chastity is prized by
women, it is despised by men: and the two extremes are equally destructive
to morality.

Men are certainly more under the influence of their appetites than women;
and their appetites are more depraved by unbridied indulgence and the
fastidious contrivances of / satiety. Luxury has introduced a refinement in
eating, that destroys the constitution; and, a degree of gluttony which is so
beastly, that a perception of seemliness of behaviour must be worn out before
one being could eat immoderately in the presence of another, and afterwards
complain of the oppression that his intemperance naturally produced. Some
women, particularly French women, have also lost a sense of decency in this
respect; for they will talk very calmly of an indigestion. It were to be wished
that idleness was not allowed to generate, on the rank soil of wealth, those
swarms of summer insects that feed on putrefaction, we should not then be
disgusted by the sight of such brutal excesses.

There is one rule relative to behaviour that, I think, ought to regulate every
other; and it is simply to cherish such an habitual respect for mankind as may
prevent us from disgusting a fellow-creature for the sake of a present
indulgence. The shameful indolence of many married women, and others a
lictle advanced in life, frequently leads them to sin against delicacy. For,
though convinced that the person is the band of union between the sexes,
yet, how often do they from sheer indolence, / or, to enjoy some trifling
indulgence, disgust?

* Catharine Macaulay, Letters on Education (1790), p. 210; ‘let her only take care that she is not
caught in a love intrigue, and she may lie, she may deceive, she may defame, she may ruin her

farnily with gaming, and the peace of twenty others with her coquettry, and yet preserve both her
reputation and her peace.’

* Macaulay, Letters an Education, p- 212.
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The depravity of the appetite which brings the sexes together, has had a
still more fatal effect. Nature must ever be the standard of taste, the gauge of
appetite — yet how grossly is nature insulted by the voluptuary. Leaving the
refinements of love out of the question; nature, by making the gratification of
an appetite, in this resepct, as well as every other, a natural and imperious
law to preserve the species, exalts the appetite, and mixes a little mind and
affection with a sensual gust. The feelings of a parent mingling with an
instinct merely animal, give it dignity; and the man and woman often
meeting on account of the child, a mutual interest and affection is excited by
the exercise of a common sympathy. Women then having necessarily some
duty to fulfil, more noble than to adorn their persons, would not contentedly
be the slaves of casual lust; which is now the situation of a very considerable
number who are, literally speaking, standing dishes to which every glutton
may have access. /

I may be told that great as this enormity is, it only affects a devoted part of

the sex — devoted for the salvation of the rest. But, false as every assertion
might easily be proved, that recommends the sanctioning a small evil 1o
produce a greater good; the mischief does not stop here, for the moral
character, and peace of mind, of the chaster part of the sex, is undermined by
the conduct of the very women to whom they allow no refuge from guilt:
whom they inexorably consign to the exercise of arts that lure their husbands
from them, debauch their sons, and force them, let not modest women start,
to assume, in some degree, the same character themselves. For I will venture
to assert, that all the causes of female weakness, as well as depravity, which‘ I
have already enlarged on, branch out of one grand cause - want of chastity in
men. ‘ :
This intemperance, so prevalent, depraves the appetite to such a degree,
that a wanton stimulus is necessary to rouse it; but the parental design of
nature is forgotten, and the mere person, and that for a moment, alone
engrosses the thoughts. So voluptuous, indeed, often grows the lustful
prowler, that he refines on female. softness. Something / more soft than
woman is then sought for; till, in Italy and Portugal, men attend the levees of
equivocal beings, to sigh for more than female languor.®

To satisfy this genus of men, women are made systematically voluptuous,
and though they may not alt carry their libertinism to the same height, yet
this heartless intercourse with the sex, which they allow themselves, depraves
both sexes, because the taste of men is vitiated; and women, of all classe's,
naturally square their behaviour to gratify the taste by which they obtain
pleasure and power. Women becoming, consequently, weaker, in mind and
body, than they ought to be, were one of the grand ends of their being taken

* According to Ned Ward, A Compleat and Humaurous Account of all the Remarkab_le Clubs and
Socteties in the Cities of London and Westminster (1749), homosexual levees occurred in London.
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into the account, that of bearing and nursing children, have not sufficient
strength to discharge the first duty of a mother; and sacrificing to
lasciviousness the parcntal affection, that ¢unobles instingt, cither destroy the
embryo in the womb, or cast it off when born. Nature in every thing
demands respect, and those who violate her laws seldom violate them with
impunity. The weak enervated women who particularly catch the attention of
libertines, are unfit to be mothers, / though they may conceive; so that the
rich sensualist, who has rioted among women, spreading depravity and
misery, when he wishes to perpetuate his name, receives from his wife only
an half-formed being that inherits both its father’s and mother’s weakness.

Contrasting the humanity of the present age with the barbarism of
antiquity, great stress has been laid on the savage custom of exposing the
children whom their parents could not maintain; whilst the man of
sensibility, who thus, perhaps, complains, by his promiscuous amours
produces a most destructive barrenness and contagious flagitiousness of
manners. Surely nature never intended that women, by satisfying an
appetite, should frustrate the very purpose for which it was implanted?

I have before observed, that men ought to maintain the women whom they
have seduced; this would be one means of reforming fernale manners, and
stopping an abuse that has an equally fatal effect on population and morals.
Another, no less obvious, would be to turn the attention of woman to the real
virtue of chastity; for to little respect has that woman a / claim, on the score of
modesty, though her reputation may be white as the driven snow, who smiles
on the libertine whilst she spurns the victims of his lawless appetites and their
own folly.

Besides, she has a taint of the same folly, pure as she esteems herself, when
she studiously adorns her person only to be seen by men, to excite respectful
sighs, and all the idle homage of what is called innocent gallantry. Did
women really respect virtue for its own sake, they would not seek for a
compensation in vanity, for the self-denial which they are obliged to practise
to preserve their reputation, nor would they associate with men who set
reputation at defiance,

The two sexes mutually corrupt and improve each other. This I believe to
be an indisputable truth, extending it to every virtue. Chastity, modesty,
public spirit, and all the noble train of virtues, on which social virtue and
happiness *[are] built, should be understood and cultivated by all mankind,
or they will be cultivated to little effect. And, instead of furnishing the
vicious or idle with a pretext for violating some sacred duty, by terming it a
sexual one, it would be wiser to / shew that nature has not made any
difference, for that the unchaste man doubly defeats the purpose of nature,
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by rendering women barren, and destroying his own constitution, though he
avoids the shame that pursues the crime in the other sex. These are the
physical consequences, the moral are still more alarming; for virtue is only a
nominal distinction when the duties of citizens, husbands, wives, fathers,
mothers, and directors of families, become merely the selfish ties of con-
venience. o

Why then do philesophers look for public spirit? Public spirit must .bc
nurtured by private virtue, or it will resemble the factitious sentiment which
makes women careful to preserve their reputation, and men their honour. A
sentiment that often exists unsupported by virtue, unsupported by that
sublime morality which makes the habitual breach of one duty a breach of the
whole moral law. /
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CHAPTER IX

OF THE PERNICIOUS EFFECTS WHICH ARISE
FROM THE UNNATURAL DISTINCTIONS
ESTABLISHED IN SOCIETY

From the respect paid to property flow, as from a poisoned fountain, m
the evils and vices which render this world such a dreary scene t
contemplative mind. For it is in the most polished society that no;
reptiles and venomous serpents lurk under the rank herbage; and th
voluptuousness pampered by the still sultry air, which relaxes every
disposition before it ripens into virtue.

One class presses on another; for all are aiming to procure respe
account of their property: and property, once gained, will procure the re
due only to talents and virtue. Men neglect the duties incumbent on ma;
are treated like demi-gods; religion is also separated from morality
ceremonial veil, yet men wonder that the world / is almost literally spea
a den of sharpers or oppressors.

“ There is a homely proverb, which speaks a shrewd truth, that whoew:
devil finds idle he will employ. And what but habitual idleness can herec
wealth and titles produce? For man is so constituted that he can only at
proper use of his faculties by exercising them, and will not exercise
unless necessity, of some kind, first set the wheels in motion. Virtue liki
can only be acquired by the discharge of relative duties; but the impor
of these sacred duties will scarcely be felt by the being who is cajoled o
his humanity by the flattery of sycophants. There must be more equ
established in society, or morality will never gain ground, and this virt
equality will not rest firmly even when founded on a rock, if one hs
mankind '[be] chained to its bottom by fate, for they will be contin
undermining it through ignorance or pride.

It is vain to expect virtue from women till they are, in some de;
independent of men; nay, it is vain to expect that strength of na

Yare]
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